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The students of St. Charlesô music department gave a finished 

musical recital at the church hall on May 15, 1935, in a program that 

displayed musical talent and dramatic ability on the part of the young participants. The program 

opened with selections by the Melody Band. These were followed by piano, violin, saxophone, and 

trombone selections. The 

accompanists were Jane Wagner, 

Donald Ketterhagen, and Dorothy 

Zwiebel. A musical playlet, ñThe 

Gift,ò woven about the story of the 

child Mozart and his presentation in 

the Austrian royal court was then 

presented, allowing a display of 

musical ability as well as the 

singing and dancing talent of the 

school children. 

A week later, the members of 

the St. Agnes Sodality held their 

annual banquet in honor of their 

mothers and entertained them with 

a dramatic presentation, ñThe 

Pageant of Mother Love.ò In a 

symbolic story depicting the love of 

a mother for her daughter from 

babyhood on through life, a cast of 

characters took the parts of daughter 

and mother. In the prologue Angela 

Grebel played the elderly woman 

and Eunice Schumann the young 

girl. Dorothy Eckert read the 

interludes. The remainder of the 

cast included mother, Gloria 

Reynolds; baby, Dianne Reynolds; 

children, Ruth Reynolds and Lois 

Reuschlein; debutante, Rosemary 

Beix; college girl, Helen Murphy; 

girl graduate, Rosemary Beix; 

spiritual bride, Rosemary Beix; 

earthly bride, Jane Wagner; grandchildren, Mildred Huening and Ethel Johnson; and Blessed 

Mother, Ruth Wagner. 

Lauretta Uhen played musical accompaniment for the pageant. Mrs. Loretta Bauman was 

soloist, and Rosemary Forge, Mary Ebbers, and Rosalind Steinhoff comprised the chorus. The 

program closed with short talks by Father Hillenbrand and Father Miller. 



First Holy Communion services were held Sunday morning, May 26, with solemn ceremonies. 

The following class of twenty children received the sacrament: 

Jean Coughlin Edward Ketterhagen Dorothy Pihringer Cecilia Warren 

Rose David Rosemary Krueger Virginia Remer Robert Wegge 

Carl Degen James May Richard Rossmiller Marie Wiechert 

Jack DuSold Leo Miller Margaret Tobin Edward Wisnefski 

Betty Isferding Ralph Pieters Phyllis Vos Helen Zwiebel 

 

Graduation exercises for the twenty-fifth class to complete their grade school education at St. 

Charles were held Sunday evening, June 9. The silver jubilee class of eighteen pupils, who received 

their diplomas from Father Hillenbrand, is shown in the accompanying photo. 

 

 

 

Silver Jubilee Class - 1935 
First row (l to r):  John Bennett, 

Robert Brehm, Elizabeth ñBettyò 

McCormack, Stanley Wiechert, Ethel 

Johnson, Arthur Rewald, and Bernice 

Eckert. Second row:  Father Raymond 

Miller, John Wiemer, Virginia 

Breidenbach, Donald Ketterhagen, 

Louise Tennessen, Richard Bayer, and 

Rev. Frederick Hillenbrand. Top row: 

John Scheibe, Paul Steinhoff, 

Margaret Reynolds, William David, 

Mary Mutchler, and Roman Brook. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Charles parish took part in festive services on Tuesday, June 15, when Rev. John Russell 

Beix (pictured at right) celebrated his first solemn high Mass in his home church. Rev. Beix, who 

was ordained the previous Saturday at St. Francis Seminary chapel, was the fourth young man from 

St. Charles to be ordained to the priesthood. 

The altars were decorated with a profusion of white peonies and 

syringa blossoms and wax candles. Bouquets of white peonies and yellow 

iris and daisies decorated the pews on both sides of the center aisle down 

which the procession to the altar passed. The celebrant and assistants wore 

the white and gold vestments of festival days. 

 The procession, as it entered the church, was led by the cross bearer, 

Henry Miller, a St. Francis seminarian, and two candle bearers, Paul 

Spiegelhoff and James Pihringer. Behind these marched the altar boys of 

St. Charles and the visiting clergymen. The bridal group of children 

formed the next group in the procession and last came the celebrant and clergymen who were to 

assist Rev. Beix at the altar. 



The officiating clergymen 

accompanying Rev. Beix were Rev. 

Frederick J. Hillenbrand, presbyter 

assistant; Rev. Cyril Spiegelhoff, deacon; 

Rev. Edward G. Brill, assistant at St. 

Maryôs, subdeacon; Rev. Vernon Kuehn 

of Madison, master of ceremonies; and 

Rev. Adrian Trost of Racine, thurifer. 

Seminarians Cletus Uhen and George 

Schumann, from St. Maryôs parish, were 

high servers. 

Immediately preceding the 

officiating clergymen was the bridal 

group, which was directed by Rev. 

Herbert Wagner. The bride, Ruth 

Reynolds, was accompanied by two 

bridesmaids, Marion Zimmermann and 

Louan Pihringer, and two pages, William 

Bracey and Gary Krug, Jr. The little bride 

wore a miniature bridal gown of white 

satin and a long lace veil. Her attendants 

wore long yellow organdy dresses and 

poke bonnets to match. The pages were 

dressed in white satin suits with gold 

colored capes and caps decorated with 

heavy plumes. One carried a golden 

chalice and the other a staff entwined 

with grapes symbolizing the sacrament of 

the altar. 

As the procession entered the 

church, the choir sang ñTu Es Sacerdosò 

(ñThou art a priest for ever, according to 

the order of Melchisedech.ò) to welcome 

the new priest. As the celebrant took his 

place at the foot of the altar, he intoned 

the ñVeni Creator,ò hymn to the Holy 

Spirit, with the choir responding. As the 

hymn closed, Rev. Beix began the first 

words of the Mass, with the song of the 

psalmist, ñI will go unto the altar of God, 

to God who giveth joy to my youth.ò 

The St. Charles choir under the direction of Lauretta Uhen, organist, sang the Festival Mass by 

Gruber. The St. Francis Seminary choir sang the propers of the Mass. 

The friendship between the priest and Jesus Christ was the theme of the sermon by the Rt. Rev. 

Monsignor Philipp Dreis of Sheboygan, who used as his text the verse, ñReceive ye the sweet gift 

that shall be your glory.ò This friendship established by the Master gives the priest an insight into 

 John Russell Beix was born to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beix 

in Burlington, January 4, 1909. That same year, the family 

moved to Pecatonica, Illinois, where Burlingtonôs Wisconsin 

Condensed Milk Co., for which his father worked, had a 

factory. Russell received the first six years of his education in 

Pecatonica. His family returned to Burlington in February 

1922, and Russell entered St. Charles school to complete his 

seventh and eighth grade work. He graduated from St. Charles 

in June 1923 and entered St. Francis Seminary in September. 

 His cousin, Rev. Cyril Spiegelhoff, had entered St. Francis 

the previous year, and with this example and the guidance of 

his pastor, Rev. Philipp Dreis, Russell made his decision to 

study for the priesthood. He received a bachelor of arts degree 

from St. Francis Major Seminary in January 1932 and a master 

of arts degree from Marquette University in January 1935. 

Throughout his seminary life, Rev. Beix earned the esteem of 

his teachers and fellow seminarians for his scholastic abilities 

and qualities of fellowship. In his last year, he held the office 

of class president.  

 Following ordination on June 15, 1935, Rev. Beix was 

assigned as curate at St. Johnôs Cathedral, Milwaukee. He 

served at St. Johnôs until 1940, when he began duties as curate 

at Sacred Heart Church, St. Francis. He began teaching 

history, sociology, and Latin at the Minor Seminary in 

September 1942. 

 In 1949, Rev. Beix founded the Cardijn Center, the 

headquarters for Catholic social action in Milwaukee, and he 

served as the centerôs spiritual director until his death on 

March 19, 1952, at age 43. (The Cardijn Center was named 

for Msgr. Joseph Cardijn, a Belgian priest who devoted his life 

to working with youths.) Prior to founding the Cardijn Center, 

which emphasized Christian responsibility in daily life, Rev. 

Beix had founded and edited a newspaper for Catholic trade 

unionists in Milwaukee. 

 Athletics was one of Father Beixôs main interests. He was 

active in sports at the seminary, played on the basketball and 

football teams, and directed the summer athletic program of 

St. Maryôs and St. Charles parishes in Burlington in 1934. At 

St. Johnôs Cathedral High School, Father Beix was the athletic 

director, and at St. Francis he had the distinction of being the 

only priest to coach in the Milwaukee Catholic Conference. 

 Father Beixôs funeral was held at St. Charles and his 

remains are buried at St. Charles Cemetery. He was survived 

by his mother, Mrs. Anna Beix (his father, Charles, had died in 

1951), two brothers, Robert and Richard, and two sisters, Mrs. 

Rosemary Schneider and Mrs. Ruth Schmaling. 

 



the mind of Christ, he said, and bestows the power and commission to make known the truth which 

will make men understand in a little way the love of God for man. 

A dinner for relatives and friends of Rev. Beix was held in the church hall immediately after 

the Mass. Burlington native, Rev. Anthony Weiler of St. John Nepomuk church in Racine, presided 

as toastmaster. Among those who spoke were Msgr. Dreis, Rev. W. Reedy of Pecatonica, Illinois 

(where Father Beixôs family had lived for a time), and Father Hillenbrand. Special musical numbers 

were given by Mrs. Loretta Bauman and Mrs. Fred Kohlman of Racine and the student choir of St. 

Francis Seminary. A public reception was held for Rev. Beix in St. Charlesô hall in the evening, 

when the young priest received the congratulations of the community. The reception was preceded 

by solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

In June, the congregation began arranging for the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 

the founding of the parish, which would fall in November 1935. Tentative plans included a parish 

bazaar in which all societies of the church would participate. Celebration of a solemn jubilee Mass 

was to take place November 10, the Sunday within the octave of the feast of St. Charles Borromeo. 

Fitting ceremonies were to be arranged to mark twenty-five years of parish growth and 

development. 

One of the largest reunions ever to assemble for the annual banquet for St. Charlesô alumni was 

held on Thursday, June 20, when 250 gathered at St. Charlesô hall for the event. Nearly every class 

since 1911, when the first class of five students received their diplomas, was represented at the 

1935 reunion. 

The graduates attended solemn Benediction in the church before the banquet. After the dinner 

the business meeting was held and a program of toasts was given. A revised constitution and by-

laws was adopted by the association and then election of officers for the coming year was held. 

William Rewald was elected president, with Harold Lang vice president, Catherine Roter secretary, 

and Rosemary Beix treasurer. The Sister Hermana trophy for largest percentage of membership at 

the reunion was presented to the class of 1930. 

Aloysius Schmitt presided as toastmaster at the program. The welcome to the class of 1935 was 

given by Lester J. Harding of Milwaukee. Stanley Wiechert, president of the newly graduated class, 

gave the response. Addresses were given by Father Hillenbrand and Leo Warren. Father 

Hillenbrand extended the congratulations of the association to Rev. John Russell Beix, newly 

ordained priest, and Leo Warren gave a tribute to Msgr. Philipp Dreis of Sheboygan, the 

associationô first spiritual director, who had recently been elevated to the title of monsignor. Msgr. 

Dreis was unable to attend the reunion, the first he had missed since he left Burlington. 

Rev. Herbert Wagner gave the main address. He used as his theme, the importance of religious 

and moral education to train men and women in Christian living, which he believed the only cure 

for the crime wave which was sweeping our country. Dancing at St. Maryôs gymnasium concluded 

the eveningôs festivities. 

In July Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch announced the assignment of a number of assistant 

pastors in the Milwaukee archdiocese. Included were two of St. Charlesô priest-sons. Rev. J. Russell 

Beix was assigned his first assistant pastorate at St. Johnôs Cathedral in Milwaukee. Rev. Herbert J. 

Wagner, who had been assistant pastor at St. Rose church in Racine, was transferred to St. Josephôs 

church at Fond du Lac. 

Also in July about fifty members of the Holy Name societies of St. Maryôs and St. Charles 

attended the Holy Name rally in Milwaukee, in honor of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 

ordination of Archbishop Stritch. 

Later that month, eight little girls of Burlington, including seven from St. Charles, were among 

a group of thirteen children who attended the first closed retreat ever held in the Archdiocese for 



little girls. Their picture and a write-up of the three day retreat, held at St. Elizabethôs retreat house 

in Milwaukee, appeared in the Catholic Herald. The Burlington girls were Mary Mangold, Janice 

McCormack, Lois Reuschlein, Norma Degen, Betty Bennett, Edna Sheridan, Gertrude Itzin, and 

Angela Amrhein. Mrs. Elizabeth Mangold accompanied the group. Their retreat master was Rev. 

Regis Neeser, O. M. Cap., of St. Francis monastery in Milwaukee, who had worked with children 

during his many years at an Indian mission school in Montana. 

On the first Sunday in August, Archbishop 

Stritch was present at the Franciscan monastery near 

Burlington for the blessing of the new grotto of Our 

Lady of Lourdes, shown at left. The grotto occupies 

a prominent position, facing the rising sun, on one of 

the hills just west of the Stations of the Cross. It 

stands almost thirty-five feet high and is eighty-three 

feet long. One hundred tons of selected tufa rock 

were required to complete the grotto which was built 

by the venerable brothers and clerics under the 

supervision of Louis Lach, noted artist and sculptor of Chicago. Over 2,000 people attended the 

blessing of the new grotto. 

 While St. Charles continued to make preparations for its silver jubilee, Burlington celebrated 

its centennial for a full week in August 1935, marking the 100th anniversary of the year in which 

Moses Smith and William Whiting staked out the first ñjack knifeò claim on the present site of 

Burlington. Many St. Charles parishioners and alumni participated in planning and carrying out the 

various events comprising the communityôs centennial celebration. Prominent among them was 

Harold Gill Reuschlein, St. Charles class of 1917, who delivered the principal speech on 

Homecoming Day. In his afternoon address, Mr. Reuschlein, then a professor of law at Georgetown 

University in Washington, D. C., paid tribute to old Burlington and her honored pioneers. He 

highlighted the fellowship, enterprise, and integrity of character of those pioneers, a blended 

strength of the cultural groups who settled the community - the New Englanders and New Yorkers, 

the German Catholics and German Protestants, and the Irish. 

 St. Charles school opened for regular work on 

Wednesday, September 4, following registration of 

pupils on Tuesday. The teaching staff, shown in the 

accompanying photo, was the same as the previous 

year:  Sister Mary Rosaline, first and second 

grades; Sister Mary Floretta, third and fourth; Sister 

Mary Lois, fifth and sixth; Sister Mary Annette, 

seventh and eighth; and Sister Mary Cordula, 

music. Sister Mary Walburga was house Sister. The 

schoolôs total enrollment was 174, 93 boys and 81 

girls. The grade enrollment was distributed as 

follows:  First, 19; second, 26; third, 21; fourth, 26; 

fi fth, 26; sixth, 18; seventh, 16, and eighth, 22. 

 The planning for the celebration of St. Charlesô twenty-fifth anniversary, which had occupied 

the attention of Father Hillenbrand, Father Miller, the jubilee committee, and the various societies 

of the congregation for the past months, culminated in several events held during October and 

November to observe the first quarter century of parish endeavor. The first event was a three-day 

bazaar held in the church hall Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, October 24-26. This was the first 



At the 1935 Silver Jubilee banquet are Msgr. 

Philipp Dreis (left), Archbishop Samuel A. 

Stritch, and Rev. Frederick J. Hillenbrand. 

church fair that St. Charles had held in twenty years. Each society of the parish worked on a special 

project for the fair. There were all the usual features of a church bazaar, with articles for sale at 

well-stocked booths. There was a crowd every night and the bazaar proved a big financial success. 

The solemn Jubilee Mass was held Sunday, November 10, the Sunday nearest to the 

anniversary date of the dedication of the church, which had taken place on November 6, 1910. 

Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch was present for the 

occasion and preached the anniversary sermon. The 

Mass was celebrated by Monsignor Philipp Dreis, 

the congregationôs first pastor. He was assisted by 

the young clergymen who had entered the 

priesthood from the parish. The church was filled to 

capacity by parish members, former parishioners, 

and friends, many of whom came from a distance to 

be present for the ceremonies. 

  Msgr. Dreis, attended by the deacon and 

subdeacon, Rev. Philip Rose and Rev. Herbert 

Wagner, entered the sanctuary and passed to the 

right side of the altar to await the procession 

conducting the Archbishop to his place at the altar. 

As the choir sang ñEcce Sacerdos,ò the Archbishop 

entered. The procession was headed by three altar 

boys bearing the crucifix and two lighted candles. 

Next in line marched the group of altar boys, the 

visiting priests, and the priests who were to assist at 

the altar. These included Rev. Cyril Spiegelhoff, master of ceremonies; Rev. Anthony C. Biwer and 

Rev. J. Russell Beix, deacons of honor; Father Hillenbrand, presbyter assistant; and Rev. Roman 

Atkielski, master of ceremonies to the Archbishop. Archbishop Stritch as he entered was attended 

by two pages, James Bennett and Joseph David. They wore the conventional pagesô costumes of 

black velvet with white plumes. Following the Mass Archbishop Stritch preached his anniversary 

sermon and bestowed the papal blessing. Then, as the procession left the church, the congregation 

sang the ñTe Deum.ò 

A Jubilee banquet, with music and a short after-dinner program, was held immediately after 

Mass for the participating clergy and the congregation. About 500 people attended the banquet. 

On Monday morning, Father Hillenbrand offered a 

solemn Requiem Mass for the departed members and 

benefactors of the parish. On Monday evening, a jubilee 

homecoming social, with entertainment, was held in St. 

Charlesô hall. 

Another anniversary project was the publication of a 

Silver Jubilee souvenir book which contained a history of 

the parish, photographs, and discussions of various events 

of interest to the congregation during the previous twenty-

five years. Father Miller was in charge of publishing the 

book and he was assisted by a staff of business and editorial 

helpers. 
      (to be continued) 

Clergy and pages in front of rectory, Nov. 10, 1935: 

1 - Rev. J. Russell Beix, 2 - Rev. Edward Kersting, 

3 - Rev. Cyril Spiegelhoff, 4 - Rev.  Edward Schiefen, 

5 - Unidentified, 6 - Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch, 

7 - Rev. J. Pierron, 8 - Rev. Gilbert Heuel, 

9 - Rev. Anthony Weiler, 10 - Msgr. M. M. Gehrend, 

11 - Rev. Frederick Hillenbrand, 12 - Unidentified, 

13 - Joseph David (right), 14 - James Bennett (left). 


