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The Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) of St. Charles was an 

active group in the latter part of 1943. In November, the members were 

busily engaged in planning for and practicing the three act comedy, ñA Pair of Sixes.ò The play 

revolved around a pair of successful business partners who were constantly feuding. Their lawyer 

arranged for them to play a game of poker with the loser forfeiting his say in the business for a 

year and serving during that time as the winnerôs butler. The play was presented at the Burlington 

high school auditorium on Sunday, November 21. There was a dress rehearsal in the afternoon 

for the children and a full performance in the evening. It was the first appearance of the St. 

Charles CYO in a public play. Under the careful direction of Rev. Hugh Wishlinske, the comedy 

rippled along with everyone in the cast contributing a fine piece of acting. Good staging and 

costuming added to the effect. 

The cast, selected by Father Wishlinske, included Betty Bennett, Ralph Luetten, Jerry 

Block, Edward Wisnefski, DeLane Betzig, Jack Ketterhagen, Jim David, Mary Mangold, Bob 

Wegge, Bill Grossman, Bill Vos, and Fifi David. 

Between acts, in a program of entertainment arranged by St. Charles choir director, Sister 

Rose Ann, the audience was entertained with musical numbers, a chorus group of ten pretty girls, 

and duet numbers by Luella Schiller and Robert Clausen. That the production staff did their share 

to make the play a success was evident in the staging of the play and the large audience that filled 

the auditorium. The stage managers were Jack Crowley and Ralph Pieters; Anna Mae Crowley 

and Art Kayser handled the make-up; and Beatrice Lehsten and Mary Jane Gutman did what 

prompting was necessary. The sound effects were handled by Wilfred Hopkins. 

In December the CYO started the publication of a monthly magazine ñThe Beacon.ò The 

first issue, distributed on the last Sunday in December, created a lot of favorable comment. CYO 

members did the work on the publication, and it was printed on a new mimeograph outfit 

purchased for the purpose. The magazine was complete with news, features, and attractive 

illustrations. The opening number contained the names and addresses of St. Charles men and 

women in the service with a friendly request that letters be written them. The editorial staff as 

given in the initial number was as follows: 

Editors - Lois Reuschlein, Beatrice Lehsten 

Features - Jim David, Rosemary Krueger 

Spotlights - Ed Wisnefski, Luella Schiller, Fifi David 

Sports - William Vos 

Grade School Hi-Lights - Dick McCarthy, Rose Ann Schlitz, Mary Lois Bauman, Joe Boyle 

Service Page - Helen Zwiebel, Margaret Nelson 

Religious Page - Rose David 

Artist - Louan Pihringer 

Business Managers - Marion Zimmermann, Margaret Tobin 

Typists - Betty Bennett, Mary Mangold 

Mimeographers - Ralph Pieters, Ralph Luetten, Carolyn Pieters, Joan Bennett 

 

 Also in December, the Burlington grade school basketball league, composed of teams 

from Cooper, St. Johnôs Lutheran, St. Charles, and St. Maryôs grade schools swung into action. 



The grade school cagers adhered to the regulation basketball rules with two innovations. The 

quarters were shortened a minute and the games were ñstaggered.ò At half time intermission of 

the first game, the second game was started. At half time intermission of the second game, the 

first game was completed and so on until both games were completed. 

The teams used equipment donated by the St. Charles CYO and played their games at St. 

Maryôs and Cooper school gyms on alternating weeks. Jim David was scorekeeper, Terry Trout 

was timekeeper, and the referees were Jack Ketterhagen, Art DeGrave, and Burlington high 

school coach ñDintyò Moore. 

St. Charlesô 1943 financial report, distributed at the parish meeting in January 1944, 

contained an honor roll giving the names of ninety-seven members of St. Charles who were 

serving in the armed forces. 

 
The report also contained a financial statement of receipts and disbursements, reproduced on the 

next page, which showed that the congregation had a successful year. According to the statement, 

the parish spent about $8,400 in renovating the church interior, while about $9,800 had been 

contributed to the improvement fund, more than enough to pay for the improvements. While the 



parishioners had contributed the bulk of the funds, the St. Annôs Society had made a considerable 

contribution for the sanctuary floors and for renovating the statues. 

The late winter and spring of 1944 were filled with the usual parish functions and the 

activities of the various menôs, womenôs, and youth groups. For Lent, the Lenten fast for 

Catholics was again dispensed with, due to war conditions. 

In March, not only St. Maryôs parishioners but all Burlington Catholics were pleased 

when it was announced that St. Maryôs pastor, Rev. Edward J. Kersting, had been notified that 

Pope Pius XII had designated him a monsignor. The public installation was delayed, however, 

because communication difficulties in war-time Rome hindered sending the necessary briefs and 

instructions. In the meantime, Msgr. Kersting had the right to wear the distinguished garb of his 

new office, namely the purple cassock with reda, rochet, and mantle. In celebration of the honor 

accorded their pastor, St. Maryôs school children had an afternoonôs vacation from school. 

 The ceremonies to invest Msgr. Kersting in the purple robes of his new office were 

conducted at St. Maryôs church on Tuesday, April 20, with Bishop Aloysius Muench of Fargo, 



North Dakota, presiding at the investiture service. The church was filled with parishioners and 

friends to honor Msgr. Kersting, who was the first St. Maryôs pastor in the parishôs hundred year 

history to wear the purple robes of domestic prelate of the Holy Father. 

 In a brief address, Bishop Muench expressed his personal pleasure in investing a 

seminary classmate in the purple robes. He explained that the title of monsignor was conferred by 

the Pope upon priests chosen in each diocese to assist the Holy Father in the administration of the 

Catholic Church. The office of domestic prelate indicates that the priest chosen becomes a 

member of the household of the Vatican. It is both an honor and a responsibility, Bishop Muench 

said. 

 Serving the bishop during the ceremony were Rev. Nicholas Brust of St. Francis, a 

classmate of Msgr. Kersting, as deacon, and Rev. Charles Myers of St. Charles as sub-deacon. 

Among the many clergy who were present for the ceremonies was Father Wishlinske. 

 Also in April, a week after Easter, St. Charles CYO presented its second public play, 

ñFunny Phinnie,ò at the Burlington high school auditorium. The play, set in a laundry, was 

another rollicking, hilarious three-act comedy of the same calibre as ñA Pair of Sixes,ò which the 

CYO had staged the previous fall. Father Wishlinske again was the director. Those in the cast 

were Ardell Robers, Helen Zwiebel, Richard Kendall, Mary Ellen Vos, Mary Jane Gutman, 

Margaret Tobin, Lois Reuschlein, Bill Grossman, Ruth Reynolds, and Jim David as the hero of 

the play, Phineas Pike, who had never made a success of 

anything in his life until he started driving a laundry wagon. 

 Taking part in the entertainment between acts, which 

was under the direction of Sister Rose Ann, were Mary Lois 

Bauman, Betty Hofner, Robert Clausen, John Betzig, Ronald 

Shepstone, William Vos, Jack Ketterhagen, Ralph Luetten, and 

Bill Grossman. 

 The St. Charles Alumni Association, which in past 

years had given home talent shows to provide funds for its 

annual banquet, decided in 1944 to sponsor a movie instead. 

The association selected ñHappy Land,ò starring Don Ameche 

(a native of Kenosha who won an Academy Award for best 

supporting actor in 1985) and Frances Dee as an Iowa couple 

whose son was killed in World War II. The movie was shown 

at the Plaza theatre on May 3 and 4. 

 On the first Sunday in May, a class of first 

communicants received their first solemn Communion at St. 

Charles at the 7:30 a.m. Mass. Members of the class were as follows: 

Eleanor Block Gail Groessel Suzanne Longley Dianne Reynolds 

Harold Boulden Marjorie Isferding Rita Luetten John Schiller 

Patrick Dunn Ronald Kerkman Letitia Martin Thomas Spiegelhoff 

Mary Lou Eaton Catherine Lackas John Pennefeather Robert Wagner 

Jean Garvey Henry Lois William Pieh Mary Wanasek 

Robert Goerke Richard Lois Robert Reesman Dorothy Warren 

 

 Nearly 200 mothers and daughters of St. Charles received Holy Communion together in a 

body at the 7:30 Mass on Sunday morning, May 21, after which they gathered in the church hall 

for a breakfast and a program in tribute to motherhood. Fathers and sons donned aprons, served 

Instead of putting on a play in 

1944 to raise funds for its annual 

banquet, the St. Charles Alumni 

Association sponsored a movie. 

 



the breakfast, and then retired to the kitchen to finish up the domestic duties that follow a 

breakfast. 

 The joy of just having a daughter more than repays a mother for all that she may do for 

her daughter, said Mrs. Evelyn Krug, in a greeting to the daughters present. Mrs. Krug 

emphasized the deep spiritual import of the mother-daughter relationship. When a mother has 

implanted faith in her daughterôs heart, she said, she has given her a sure chart to follow all 

during life. Bonnie Coughlin responded with a loving tribute to a motherôs guidance and 

companionship. 

 A motherôs prayer for peace was led by Mrs. Florence Bennett, after which Father Myers 

spoke on the virtues of St. Ann as the model for mothers. A mother-daughter vocal duet was 

sung by Mrs. Loretta Bauman and Mary Lois Bauman, accompanied by Joan Bennett. The 

program closed with the crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary by a group of first grade children, 

directed by Mrs. Frank Mackett. 

 St. Charles school children joined the veterans, the patriotic groups, the Girl and Boy 

Scouts, the Girl Reserves, the Burlington school band, and children from the other schools in 

Burlingtonôs observation of its third wartime Memorial Day on Tuesday, May 30. Following the 

parade through the business district and the ceremonies at Echo Park, the firing squad, the colors, 

and the bugler and Legion post chaplain visited St. Maryôs, St. Charles, Burlington, and English 

Settlement cemeteries, where the graves of the veterans had been decorated. 

 At graduation exercises on June 1, members of the St. Charles class of 1944 received 

their diplomas. The graduates are shown in the following photo. 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday, June 18, about 200 people attended the twenty-seventh annual reunion and 

banquet of the St. Charles Alumni Association, which was held at St. Charles hall. The program 

opened with a prayer by Father Wishlinske, who also read a greeting from Father Myers, who 

was attending the golden jubilee of former St. Charles pastor, Msgr. Philipp Dreis, which was 

held that same day in Sheboygan. 

 Association president Aloysius Vande Sand then introduced Rev. Herbert J. Wagner of 

Hartford, who was the toastmaster of the evening. Following a musical selection by Robert 

Clausen, Jack Ketterhagen extended the welcome to the class of 1944. The response was made 

CLASS OF 1944 

     Seated (l to r):  Rose Ann 

Schlitz and Patricia Vos. 

     Standing:  Mary Lois 

Bauman, John Degen, Rev. 

Hugh Wishlinske, Gary Krug, 

John Betzig, Rev. Charles 

Myers, Philip Reuschlein, and 

Louise Tenwinkel. 
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