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St. Charlesd founding pastopy,.
July 27, 1871, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Philipp and Katherinei":‘«?w'
(Pfeil) Dreis, who had emigrated the United States from Germany' =~
in the 1840s. The ninth of ten children in the Dreis family, Philipp attenddd®ts e p h 6 s
parochial school before entering St. Francis Seminary in 1887. Following in the footsteps of two
of his older brothers, he was onded to the priesthood on June 17, 1894, a month before his
twenty-third birthday.

Fat her Dreis6 first assignment was as assi st
where he served three years under Father L. Conrad. Following that assignsemetdor one
year as assistant pastor to his Reverend brothers, Fathers Joseph and Henry Dreis, at St. George
Church in Kenosha before receiving his first full pastorate at St. Louis Church in the Township
of Caledonia in Racine County.
O P Upon his arrivithere he found that the church building was
inadequate for the needs of the congregation and at once took steps
to build a new church. The Catholic populatadirthe community of
Corliss (now Sturtevant) was also under his charge. After
completing his ow church, he organized a congregation and
directed the building of a church for tBerlissareaCatholics
whom he served from his Caledonia parish.

It was while he was pastor at Caledonia that Archbishop
Sebastian G. Messmer selected Father Dreis ablest the new
parish of St. Charles in Burlington. Superior abilities of pastoral
leadership and organization manifested during his fourteen years of
priesthood well qualified Father Dreis for the task before him; he

Rev. Philipp Dreis had to win over a new parish loyaltydasupport from members

(Photofrom 1908 atlab 4 were bound through several generations of sacred and deep
seated traditions to their first congregation. For several months, while still serving as pastor of St.
Louis Church, he wor ked wi t hinBulingtos,fayingplan® dor e
for the new congregation. When St. Charles was incorporated in August of 1908, Father Dreis
became its first pastor. He served the parish until 1927.

Early in his tenure at St. Charles, the Reverend Dreis took arfonth trp to Europe. He
left Burlington on April 22, 1913, accompanied by his brother, the Reverend Henry Dreis then of
Madison, and the Reverend John Kessler then of Port Washington. In New York the trio was
joined by the Reverend McPeck then of Syracuse, New, ¥od the four set sail on the steamer
Jacksonian.

After a fifteenrday crossing, they docked at Madeira, a Portuguese island off the coast of
Spain. Continuing their journey the group made stops in Spain and in Italy. In Italy they visited
Milan, the hone and burial city of the patron saint of our parish, St. Charles Borromeo. On to
Germany, Austria, Belgium and France, they eventually concluded their travels in England.

Upon Father Dreis6 return to Burlingdnon, a n
was presented in St. Charles Hall to a capacity crawe.Standard Democrat August 22,

1913, stated: Aln his address of wel come D.




feeling that the members and friends of the congregation holddiompistor and that it was with
an unmentionable feeling of joy that they wel

While pastor at St. Charles, Father Dreis observed on June 17, 1919, thefifttenty
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Accordinbhe Standard Democrat June 20,

1919, Father Dreis Aln his wusual modest wayéw
members of his congregation thought otherwise
the church hall on Sunday, June 2itiitions were extended to former classmates and clergy

members in the area as well as to all parish members. Daniel A. Warren, again the master of
ceremonies, read a biographical sketch entit]l
articleon the following page, which ieeproduced fronThe Standard Democraf June 27,

1919)

Reverend Dreisd pastorate continued at St. C
for another eight years until Archbishbfessmer
placed him in charge of Holy Name Church in
Sheboygan, succeedingetlate Right Rev. Msgr.
Dominic Thill. Then, on Christmas Day, 1934, Father
Dreis was awarded the rank of Monsignor by his
Holiness Pope Pius XI. He was invested with the full
privileges of his title by His Excellency, the Most Rev.
Archbishop Samuel A. 8tch, in ceremonies at St.
Johndos Cathedral, Milwat

In June 1944n Sheboygan, Msgr. Dreis celebratec
his golden jubilee. The Right Reverend Monsignor | |
Philipp Dreis passed away on July 9, 1950, just prior
his 79th birthday.

During his nineteen years in Burlington, it was
under Father Dreisd | eacls
organized and established and our present church  |§
structure with a school within its walls was built, the
school was formed, the parish house was buill,a
S sters6 residence was es. . _ . . .. al so di
organizing of several church societies for youth and adults; and in 1917 he helped organize the
St. Charles Alumni Association, the first group of its kind for eighth grade graduates in the
Milw aukee Archdiocese.

While in Burlington, Father Dreis served on the Burlington Library boardeasda charter
member of Bur |l i ngwasthedfisChRpbain af Byrlington Gduncil 1878 of
the Knights of Columbyswvhich was founded in 191He continued as h e K iChagl&rt s 6
(with the exception of the year 1915) until his transfer to Shebo¥gdiner Dreislso was the
fr stChapl ain of Burlingtonds St. Monicabds Court
Foresterswhich was also esthshed in 1911When Father Dreis left St. Charles in 1927, our
parish had 240 families and a parochial sclemobliment of 180 students.
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The Right Rev. Monsignor Philipp Dreis

1935 photo

(The article from the June 27, 1919, Standard Democrat fo)lows.



From
The Standard Democrat
June27, 1919

(to be continued)



